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=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=
1. From the Editor's Desk
=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=

It's autumn (for those in the northern hemisphere) - a time for change, not only in the color of the leaves, but in our personal routines as well.

Traditionally, the colder weather brings people in from the beaches and puts them back at their computers, increasing the message traffic in online communities.  Though there are still some vacation opportunities left in the season, certain forums on Syndicomm Online are already experiencing a deluge of discussion in a variety of topics, generating a wealth of information of which to partake.

For me personally, "change" and "information" are central themes in this season of my life.  Though I've occasionally taken classes at local theatres or museums on topics that interested me, I am now enrolled as a student at an full-fledged university - my alma mater, in fact - somewhere I never thought I'd return as a student.  Further, in the hours of the day when I am not a student, I am the teacher behind the desk, teaching high school juniors how to think and write clearly.  As much as I hope to teach these kids, I know I will be right there alongside them, learning as much as they do (though I won't tell them that - as far as they're concerned, I'm an old pro at this, right?).

Ultimately, we are all students, and all teachers.  We all have unique areas of knowledge, and gaps to fill in each other and ourselves.  The Internet and communities like Syndicomm Online facilitate that transfer of information.  Thank goodness for it!

-Ken Gagne
Editor, Syndicommotion
writing@syndicomm.com

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=
2. Syndicomm News
=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=

System Upgrade
--------------
In early August, a memory upgrade was installed on the Syndicomm Online servers.  This tripling of the amount of memory should noticeably improve performance of all services.

Promotions
----------
The Buddy Program, free video games offer, and Operation Douglas contest mentioned in our last issue are all still in effect.  Visit <http://www.syndicomm.com/about/buddyprogram.html>, the Gamebits forum, and the Prolific Quill forum, respectively, for details.

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=
3. Forum Roster
=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=

All forums can be accessed by telnetting to syndicomm.com and typing the forum's respective keyword at any menu prompt.  Via web browser, surf to <http://www.syndicomm.com/communities/keyword> where "keyword" is that forum's keyword, or use the links below.  All email addresses are @syndicomm.com.

Forum               Keyword      Page   SysOp's Name       SysOp's Email
================    ==========   ====   =============      =============
HelpDesk            HELPDESK      150   Eric Shepherd      HELPDESK
Palm OS             PALM          590   Thomas Compter     PALM
Macintosh           MAC           605   Ed Reppert         MAC
Apple II Forum      A2            645   Ryan Suenaga       A2
Newton Alive        NEWTON        650   Kim Howe           NEWTON
Live Games          LIVEGAMES     810   Lisa McKleroy      LIVEGAMES
Family Fun & Games  FUN           820   Michele Greb       FUN
Role Playing Games  RPG           833   Thomas Compter     RPG
Showbits            SHOWBITS      840   Ken Gagne          SHOWBITS
Gamebits            GAMEBITS      850   Ken Gagne          GAMEBITS
Singles             SINGLES       910   Ken Gagne          SINGLES
Refunders' Refuge   REFUNDERS     915   Jamie Yates        REFUNDERS
Women's Life        WOMEN         940   Michele Greb       WOMEN
Fertile Grounds     FERTILE       950   Kathryn Holderman  FERTILE
Life w/Diabetes     DIABETES      955   Lora Harville      DIABETES
Prolific Quill      QUILL         990   Ken Gagne          QUILL
Policy & Politics   POLICY       1600   Eric Shepherd      POLICY

=-=-=-=-=-=-=
4. Forum News
=-=-=-=-=-=-=

HelpDesk
Page 150
Keyword: HELPDESK
-----------------
Every time you log onto Syndicomm Online, a menu of news items is presented.  Did you know those same headlines and stories are available via an RSS feed?  What is RSS, you ask?  Read Category 5, Topic 5: Announcements from Syndicomm for more information on what this feature is and how you can take advantage of it.

Macintosh
Page 605
Keyword: MAC
------------
Apple, often an innovator in hardware design, has done it again, this time with a new model of iMac.  Read and offer reactions to this "notebook on a stand" in Category 2, Topic 6: The Front Porch, and see how Apple is doing overall in Category 4, Topic 2: Confirmed News About Apple. 

Apple II
Page 645
Keyword: A2
-----------
It's code green in A2 this time of year - while the leaves are getting ready to turn color, it seems there's an Apple II renaissance in programming going on in Category 57: Programming for Communications & Networking.  In Category 2, Topic 6: The Front Porch, we're scheduling chat sessions for potential programmers; meanwhile, check out the almost 24-hour-a-day action in the RTC where some top developers in the world figure out where to guide the future of the Apple II, and the bulletin board, where we cover everything from the basics to the advanced.

Family Fun & Games
Page 820:
Keyword: FUN
------------
Pet peeves.  Everyone has them; what are yours?  From road construction to radio stations or lack of education or rude consumers, the world would be a better place if not for the things that irritate us - don't you agree?  Whether it's venting or commiserating, Category 3, Topic 2: Pet Peeves is the place to do it.

Role Playing Games
Page 833
Keyword: RPG
------------
Come join (or watch) our band of heroes infiltrate the Thieves' Guild of Cham in our Kingdom of Mercia campaign!  Visitors and lurkers are welcome at our sessions.  See Category 61, Topic 2: Session Planning for show times.  If you'd like to join us with a character of your own, email rpg@syndicomm.com.

Showbits
Page 840
Keyword: SHOWBITS
-----------------
Faster than a speeding bullet.  More powerful than a locomotive.  Able to leap tall buildings in a single bound... but who is he??  A Superman film has been languishing in the backrooms of Hollywood for nearly a decade.  One main issue: no one can agree who should play the Man of Steel.  Who would you nominate to be Krypton's Last Son?  Fly into Category 32, Topic 1: Superman to share your thoughts and read the latest rumors on this potential film.  Meanwhile, the fans aren't waiting, and are filming their own takes on the Man of Tomorrow; the web sites for these movies and trailers are listed in this topic.

Prolific Quill
Page 990
Keyword: QUILL
--------------
Style, organization, and focus are the most critical issues of proper essay development.  But they can also be more abstract and arbitrary than more mechanical issues such as grammar and punctuation.  In Category 5, Topic 4: Punctuation, we discuss alternative uses for quote marks; also, the old argument of "one space after a sentence-ending period vs. two" again rears its head, with explanations for both sides arising.  Just because it's minute, doesn't mean it's unimportant!

=-=-=-=-=-=-=
5. Other News
=-=-=-=-=-=-=

Offline Readers (OLRs)
----------------------
The options for Syndicomm offline readers are growing, but still have a ways to go.  Syndicomm engineering will work with any interested programmers and script writers who want to develop OLRs for Macintosh, Windows, or other operating systems.  Email eng@syndicomm.com if interested.

Want to Start a Forum?
----------------------
Syndicomm has grown quickly since its inception, due in no small part to its dedicated and ingenious development team.  But there's plenty more that everyone else can contribute, too!

Various members of Syndicomm have expressed interest in seeing the service grow to include specific forums.  They'd like the following topics to have their own discussion areas: Windows/PCs; Travel; Genealogy; Geography; Fiber/Textile; and various consumer and professional topics.  If you're interested in managing one of these or other communities, email contracts@syndicomm.com.

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=
6. About Syndicommotion
=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=

Syndicommotion is written, edited, and published entirely using Apple II and Macintosh hardware and software.  Copyright (c) 2004 by Syndicomm.  All rights reserved.  Syndicomm, Syndicomm Online, and Syndicommotion are trademarks of Eric Shepherd.
